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Select ONE of the following three topics for a FINAL ESSAY:

A. TYPED

B. DOUBLE SPACED

C. BETWEEN 600-1200 words

1. Equality understands that his invention will benefit mankind 
greatly; however, this was not his main motivation in 
conducting his experiments, and is not the primary source of 
the great joy he experiences. Discuss. 

2. Compare the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden of 
Eden with the story of Equality 7-2521. For what “sins” were 
each condemned? In what ways are Equality 7-2521 and 
Adam similar? How do they differ?  

3. Equality reaches the important realization that “To be free, a 
man must be free of his brothers.” Explain what Equality 
means by this, citing examples from Anthem.

EXPECTATIONS
1. Read & Participate in Class
2.Take notes 
3. Complete homework assignments as given on chapters
4. Complete the Final Essay below
DUE: FRIDAY March 8, 2013 NO LATE PAPERS
5. Email the final essay to the Ayn Rand Institute & provide email verification.
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Turn in a cover sheet for your Anthem essay to Dr. de Hart’s with the following on 
the cover

 First and last name
 Period
 Write out the Question you are addressing 
 Typed (double spaced)
 Between 600-1200 words
 State exactly how many words you typed
 Turned in to Dr. de Hart by Friday, March 2nd with email verification from website of your submission online

When you submit online you will need to fill out the following information before uploading
http://aynrandeducation.org/essay-contests.html

Notice

92344
When you type in the address you will see Oak Hills
High School among others, then type in Dehart for the 
teacher and it will automatically fill in the form.
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Cover Sheet: Anthem
 First and last name ____________________________________

 Period ____________

 Write out the Question you are addressing 

 Typed (double spaced)
 Between 600-1200 words
 State exactly how many words you typed __________________ (pages)

 Turned in to Dr. de Hart by Friday, March 2nd 

 Date turned in _____________________________________

For the paper you turn in to Dr. de Hart only.
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Places in my
early life

that inspired
me to write
what I did.

Petrograd
or modern

St. Petersburg

Crimea
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Objectivism Definitions of words/ideas
for background on Anthem by Ayn Rand

The rational investigation of questions about existence and knowledge and ethics

1. Heroic

2. Collectivism

3.Victor Hugo

4. Communist

5.Confiscation

6. Philosophy

7. Disintegration

8. Free Inquiry

9. Screenwriting

10. visa

11. Cecil B. deMille

12. Individualism

13. Ethics

14. Metaphysics

15. Epistemology

16. Philosophic

17. Objectivism

Relating to or characteristic of heroes - behavior that is impressive, showing extreme courage.

Any outlook that emphasizes the dependence of human beings on others (in contrast to independence - 
individualism). The “group” or the “herd” is emphasized over the individual.
(1800-1885) French Poet and novelist well known for Les Miserables  and The Hunchback of Notre Dame. 
Politically Hugo moved from being a royalist to being a supporter of individual representation and rights.

A revolutionary movement that aimed to create a classless, moneyless social order build on the idea of 
“common ownership of the means of production.” 

When something is seized - typically by the government.

The rational investigation of questions about existence and knowledge and ethics

the study of moral values (right and wrong) and rules that establish morals

in a decomposed state - the loss (or disruption) of organization in some system

open-minded; the pursuit of ideas for their own sake.

also called script-writing is the art and craft of writing scripts for mass media such as feature films, 
television productions

(from the Latin charta visa, lit. "paper that has been seen") is a document showing that a person is 
authorized to enter or leave the territory for which it was issued.

(August 12, 1881 – January 21, 1959) was an American film director and film producer in both silent and sound films. 2 stars on 
the Hollywood walk of fame. Renowned for his films and considered one of the best directors ever.

the conception that all values, rights, and duties originate in individuals

a branch of philosophical studies : a study of what is outside objective/verifiable sense experience

the nature and grounds of knowledge especially with reference to its limits and validity

Related to philosophy - based on philosophy (cf. definition for philosophy)

theories asserting the validity of objective phenomena over subjective experience - especially associated with 
Ayn Rand’s philosophy. In other words, trust that what is provable is reliable enough for one’s belief.
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Based on details of Ayn Rand’s life
Design an author bubble-chart

Ayn
Rand

significant
event

significant
event

significant
event

significant
event

significant
event

significant
event

significant
event

significant
event
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Ayn Rand was born in St. Petersburg, Russia, on February 2, 1905. At age six she taught herself to read and two years later discovered her first fictional 
hero in a French magazine for children, thus capturing the heroic vision which sustained her throughout her life. At the age of nine, she decided to make 
fiction writing her career. Thoroughly opposed to the collectivism of Russian culture, she thought of herself as a European writer, especially after 
encountering Victor Hugo, the writer she most admired.

During her high school years, she was eyewitness to two Russian Revolutions; In order to escape the fighting, her family went to the Crimea, where she 
finished high school. The final Communist victory brought the confiscation of her father's pharmacy and periods of near-starvation. When introduced to 
American history in her last year of high school, she immediately saw America as her model of what a nation of free men could be.

When her family returned from the Crimea, she entered the University of Petrograd to study philosophy and history. Graduating in 1924, she experienced 
the disintegration of free inquiry and the takeover of the university by communist thugs. A Long an admirer of cinema, she entered the State Institute for 
Cinema Arts in 1924 to study screenwriting.

In late 1925 she obtained permission to leave Soviet Russia for a visit to relatives in the United States. Although she told Soviet authorities that her visit 
would be short, she was determined never to return to Russia. She arrived in New York City in February 1926. She spent the next six months with her 
relatives in Chicago, obtained an extension to her visa, and then left for Hollywood to pursue a career as a screenwriter.

On Ayn Rand’s second day in Hollywood, Cecil B. DeMille saw her standing at the gate of his studio, offered her a ride to the set of his movie The King 
of Kings, and gave her a job, first as an extra, then as a script reader. During the next week at the studio, she met an actor, Frank O’Connor, whom she 
married in 1929; they were married until his death fifty years later.

She began writing The Fountainhead in 1935 (taking a short break in 1937 to write the anti-collectivist novelette Anthem).  The Fountainhead was 
rejected by twelve publishers before it was finally published in 1943, it made history by becoming a best-seller through word of mouth two years later, 
and gained for its author lasting recognition as a champion of individualism.

Ayn Rand returned to Hollywood in late 1943 to write the screenplay for The Fountainhead, but wartime restrictions delayed production until 1948. 
Working part time as a screenwriter for Hal Wallis Productions, she began her major novel Atlas Shrugged, in 1946. In 1951 she moved back to New 
York City and devoted herself full time to the completion of Atlas Shrugged.

Published in 1957, Atlas Shrugged was her greatest achievement and last work of fiction. In this novel she dramatized her unique philosophy in an 
intellectual mystery story that combined ethics, metaphysics, epistemology, politics, economics and sex. Although she considered herself primarily a 
fiction writer, she realized that in order to create heroic fictional characters, she had to identify the philosophic principles which make such individuals 
possible.

Thereafter, Ayn Rand wrote and lectured on her philosophy—Objectivism, which she characterized as “a philosophy for living on earth." She published 
and edited her own journals from 1962 to 1976, her essays providing much of the material for six books on Objectivism and its application to the culture. 
Ayn Rand died on March 6, 1982, in her New York City apartment.

Ayn Rand
1905-1982
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Ayn Rand Interview on Objectivism
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Collectivism

Individualism

Altruism

Egoism

Conformity

Obedience

Independence

When the individual is subjected (held down, held back) to the level of the 
group for the sake of the “common good for all.”

Individualism every person as an entirely independent person who possesses a 
natural right to their own life; they make the own decisions, determine their own 
desire, goals, and interest for the sake of themselves only.

The belief that a person has no right to exist for their own sake and that service 
to others is the only reason for one’s existence. Self sacrifice is the highest good. 
The self as “self” is evil if one lives only for self.

Each person’s primary obligation is to achieve his/her own welfare, well-being, and
self interest. One should be selfish.

The act or habit of bringing oneself into harmony or agreement with others or 
adhering/holding to conventional (“normal”) behavior

Complying or submitting with a command; yielding or following those in 
authority.

One’s acceptance of the responsibility of forming one’s own judgments and living 
by the work of one’s own mind.

TERMS AND DEFINITIONS
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D. When the individual is subjected (held down, held back) to the level of the 
group for the sake of the “common good for all.”

E. every person is an entirely independent person who possesses a natural right 
to their own life; they make the own decisions, determine their own desire, 
goals, and interest for the sake of themselves only.

C. The belief that a person has no right to exist for their own sake and that 
service to others is the only reason for one’s existence. Self sacrifice is the 
highest good. The self as “self” is evil if one lives only for self.

A. Each person’s primary obligation is to achieve his/her own welfare, well-being, 
and self interest. One should be selfish.

B. The act or habit of bringing oneself into harmony or agreement with others or 
adhering/holding to conventional (“normal”) behavior

G. Complying or submitting with a command; yielding or following those in 
authority.

F. One’s acceptance of the responsibility of forming one’s own judgments and 
living by the work of one’s own mind.

OBJECTIVISM QUIZ

1.Collectivism

2. Individualism

3. Altruism

4. Egoism

5. Conformity

6. Obedience

7. Independence

Extra Credit:  Which of the following terms would Ayn Rand object to?
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OBJECTIVISM QUIZ ANSWERS

1.Collectivism

2. Individualism

3. Altruism

4. Egoism

5. Conformity

6. Obedience

7. Independence

D When the individual is subjected (held down, held back) to the level of the 
group for the sake of the “common good for all.”

E
Individualism every person as an entirely independent person who possesses a natural 
right to their own life; they make the own decisions, determine their own desire, goals, 
and interest for the sake of themselves only.

C
The belief that a person has no right to exist for their own sake and that service to 
others is the only reason for one’s existence. Self sacrifice is the highest good. The self as 
“self” is evil if one lives only for self.

A Each person’s primary obligation is to achieve his/her own welfare, well-
being, and self interest. One should be selfish.

B The act or habit of bringing oneself into harmony or agreement with 
others or adhering/holding to conventional (“normal”) behavior

G Complying or submitting with a command; yielding or following those in 
authority.

F
One’s acceptance of the responsibility of forming one’s own judgments 
and living by the work of one’s own mind.

Extra Credit:  Which of the following terms would Ayn Rand object to?
Answer: Collectivism, Altruism, Conformity

Thursday, February 7, 13



Anthem Essay Contest Information

Eligibility: 8th, 9th and 10th Graders

Entry Deadline: March 20, 2012

FIRST PRIZE: $2,000
5 SECOND PRIZES: $500
10 THIRD PRIZES: $200
45 FINALISTS: $50
175 SEMIFINALISTS: $30

Topics

Select ONE of the following three topics:

1. Why did Ayn Rand name her main characters "Prometheus" and "Gaea"? Compare the historical myths of Prometheus and Gaea to the lives of these 
two characters. 

2. What does Equality finally understand about his society when the Council threatens to destroy his invention? 

3. In the final chapter of Anthem, Prometheus writes that he now understands "why the best in me had been my sins and my transgressions; and why 
I had never felt guilt in my sins."  What has Prometheus come to understand about himself?  Why does his society regard the "best in him" as 
sinful? 

Judging

Essays will be judged on both style and content. Judges will look for writing that is clear, articulate and logically organized. Winning essays must 
demonstrate an outstanding grasp of the philosophic meaning of Anthem.

Rules

1 No application is required. Contest is open to students worldwide.

2 Entrant must be in the 8th, 9th or 10th grade.

3 To avoid disqualification, mailed in essays must include a stapled cover sheet with the following information:

1. your name and address;

2. your e-mail address (if available);

3. the name and address of your school;

4. topic selected (#1, 2 or 3 from list above);

5. your current grade level; and

6. (optional) the name of the teacher who assigned the essay, if you are completing it for classroom credit.

4 Essay must be no fewer than 600 and no more than 1,200 words in length, and double-spaced.

5 One entry per student.

6 Essay must be submitted online or postmarked by March 20, 2012, no later than 11:59 PM, Pacific Standard Time.

7 The Ayn Rand Institute has the right to provide contest deadline extensions when deemed appropriate.

8 Essay must be solely the work of the entrant. Plagiarism will result in disqualification.
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Select ONE of the following three topics for a FINAL ESSAY:

A. TYPED

B. DOUBLE SPACED

C. BETWEEN 600-1200 words

1. Equality understands that his invention will benefit mankind 
greatly; however, this was not his main motivation in 
conducting his experiments, and is not the primary source of 
the great joy he experiences. Discuss. 

2. Compare the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden of 
Eden with the story of Equality 7-2521. For what “sins” were 
each condemned? In what ways are Equality 7-2521 and 
Adam similar? How do they differ?  

3. Equality reaches the important realization that “To be free, a 
man must be free of his brothers.” Explain what Equality 
means by this, citing examples from Anthem.

EXPECTATIONS
1. Read & Participate in Class
2.Take notes 
3. Complete homework assignments as given on chapters
4. Complete the Final Essay below
DUE: FRIDAY March 8, 2013 NO LATE PAPERS
5. Email the final essay to the Ayn Rand Institute & provide email verification.
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How long did it take you to write 
Anthem?

About three months.

How did you get the idea for the theme?
I got the idea in my school days 
in Soviet Russia, when I heard 
all the vicious attacks on 
individualism, and asked myself 
what the world would be like if 
men lost the word “I.”

Why did you choose the title Anthem?
Because this story is my hymn to 
man’s ego.

BOOKS & RESPONSIBILITY

Each book is numbered on the back. Each 
student will be assigned a particular number. 
Classes will share the same books.

You are “encouraged” to purchase a copy 
for reading and study at home but it is not 
required. 

Do NOT mark in the book anywhere. 
Points will be deducted for any bent pages, 
marked pages, etc., to your copy. Check it 
carefully before using each day.
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How long did it take you to write 
Anthem?

About three months.

How did you get the idea for the theme?
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BOOKS & RESPONSIBILITY

Each book is numbered on the back. Each 
student will be assigned a particular number. 3 
classes will share the same books.

You are “encouraged” to purchase a copy 
for reading and study at home but it is not 
required. 

Do NOT mark in the book anywhere. 
Points will be deducted for any bent pages, 
marked pages, etc., to your copy. Check it 
carefully before using each day.
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Chapter 
Questions &
Terms

  In three well-organized paragraphs, 
describe the society in which Anthem is set.  
Some areas to consider are the political 
structure, degree of technology, social 
relationships, quality of life, and education. If this 
is not finished in class, it is homework.

Start a TERMS and DEFINITION and 
EXAMPLES chart for Anthem. Terms for 
chapter 1 should include:
(a.) Sin
(b.) Curse
(c) Crime
(d) Evil
(e) Damned.

Chapter 1
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Chapter 
Questions &
Terms

Quick Write

Chapter 1

Why does the Council of  Vocations 
assign Equality the job of street sweeper? 
Is it due to an error, incompetence or a 
more sinister motivation? Explain in one 
properly written paragraph. (thesis 
sentence; supporting sentences; 
conclusion)
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Chapter 
Questions &
Terms

Chapter Questions

Chapter 2

ONE PAGE PAPER

(a) What word is Equality struggling to recapture 
on page 49? Write in 1 properly formatted 
paragraph
(b) In your opinion, why is mentioning this word 
the only crime punishable by death in this society? 
How does this word contradict the ideals of this 
society? What could its rediscovery possibly lead 
to?

TERMS
The Great Truth
The Unmentionable Times
The Unchartered Forest
The Evil Ones
The Great Rebirth
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Chapter 
Questions &
Terms

Quick Write

Chapter 2

ONE PAGE

Equality 7-2521 describes the ritual of mating as 
arranged moments each Spring by the Council of 
Eugenics in which men and women meet only to 
produce children.

“Describe the reasons why a Council of Eugenics 
would be necessary in that world and what 
positive or negative results might arise if such a 
council really existed in our modern society.”

15 minutes - 1 page
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Chapter 
Questions &
Terms

Chapter Questions

Chapter 3

Answer in full sentences

1. (a) What does Equality discover in this chapter?
   (b) How important is this discovery?  
2. Relate this discovery to the Promethean theme 
   and
   what, as a reader, you might anticipate ahead. 
   One paragraph for this answer.
3. List no less than 3 of the Council of Scholars 
    beliefs, and Equality’s refutation of those beliefs.

TERMS
No Terms required in Chapter 3 or 4
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Chapter 
Questions &
Terms

Chapter Questions

Chapter 4-7
Answer in full sentences

1. Chapter 4 NO Questions.
2. Chapter 5: Equality understands his invention will 
benefit mankind greatly: however, this was not his 
main motivation in conducting his experiment and 
it is not the primary source of his motivation. 
Discuss.
3. Chapter 5: In your opinion, why is Equality so 
interested in seeing his own image at this point in 
the novel?
4. Chapter 6 NO Questions
5. Chapter 7: Outline four of the Council’s reasons 
for rejecting Equality’s invention
6. Chapter 7: What does Equality mean, at the 
beginning of the chapter when he says, “We are old 
now, but we were young this morning.” p. 68

TERMS
No Terms required at this time.
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Chapter 
Questions &
Terms

Chapter Questions
Final Chapters

(Last week) All Answers in full sentences
and due 1 week from today (2/21/12)

1. Chapter 5: Equality understands his invention will 
benefit mankind greatly: however, this was not his main 
motivation in conducting his experiment and it is not 
the primary source of his motivation. Discuss.
2. Chapter 5: In your opinion, why is Equality so 
interested in seeing his own image at this point in the 
novel?
3. Chapter 7: Outline four of the Council’s reasons for 
rejecting Equality’s invention
4. Chapter 7: What does Equality mean, at the 
beginning of the chapter when he says, “We are old 
now, but we were young this morning.” p. 68
5. Essay title; Thesis; basic outline of essay 
due THIS Friday!

NOTE
Word count for Essay must be according to requirements.
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